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Abstract: This paper examines the ratio of the weight of the herring catch to the total weight of the groundfish catch in
observer records from Pacific cod (Gadus macrocephalus) and pollock (Theragra chalcogramma) bottom trawl tows,
in order to define an index of herring abundance. The index is used to determine the timing and location of herring
stocks during their annual migration. This index would be expected to fluctuate with groundfish density as well as with
herring density. However, because the herring migration is a relatively distinct phenomenon, the index is sufficient
to delineate the general movements of herring stocks during the annual migration. Also, over the 1983 through 1988
period, the abundance of both herring and groundfish stocks was relatively constant.
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